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So you are a freelancer and the very thought
of a vacation, short or long, expected or not, hag
you in jitters. Well, I JU.St? gqt bagk from a two
month stint visiting family in Asia. That apart,
my whole year in 2014 was splattered with little
trips to different places across the US since I
started doing a travel column for a local maga-
zine. This year looks no different, if not busier. I
have decided on at least one conference a quar-
ter apart from other travel trips that are being
planned as I type this article. And my freelance
business stays healthy irrespective.
The whole idea behind most of us opting to
go the freelance route is so we can do what we
want when we want. Vacations figure on that
list. Taking some time off or even traveling for
work need not be as tortuous an experience as
most people feel. A little bit of planning and
forethought is all it requires and you can enjoy
your holiday sans heart attacks or panic fits.
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as a Freelancer

— By Ruksana Hussain

vacation, when you can keep abreast of happen-
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on't consider it necessary to reply
BB hapdy tool like Streak will allow you to
Snooze mails for a later date and those mails
will disappear from your inbox so you do not
have to worry about seeing the same unat-
tended emails every morning.

Keep a working note of story ideas if you can/
want to. Nothing impresses an editor or client
more if you come back rejuvenated from a holi-
day and have a few pitches to boot. A quick
‘hello I am back’ email and a note on some ideas
that would work well for the magazine’s reader-
ship or client’s blog is sure to get the emails
rolling and work coming in. Even if you don’t
have any pitches, still reach out to your editors
informing them of your availability and pre-
ferred departments so they can have you top of
mind for the next set of assignments.

Start putting out feelers of your work on so-
cial media. Two months, in my case, was a long
time to be out of the work circle but I still added
links to my work on my website and shared that
on social media every here and now. If I read
something interesting I made sure to either
note it on a to-do list or schedule it right away
on Hootsuite. A few days. pefore I made leiI;; 4
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fore or has cgme in through a referra], they wil]
robably wait t0 hgve you on a project if they
really think you bring quality expertise to the
table. Asking never hurt anyone so ask for an
extension OT & delayed start, as the cage may be
and you might just win another project. Re- ,
member though to show up as you say you will
This is where your task notifications and re- :
minders on your calendar come into play. Mail
or call or connect with said contact on the date
and time you have specified.

Connect with folks whose projects you might
have previously declined. Check in to see how
the project fared and if they are still looking, or
hav.e something new they can use your skills on.
Write to professional contacts you have already
Worked with to see if they have something brew-
Ing that you can contribute to, or better still,
ask_for a referral or recommendation to another
pI‘OJeC_t they might be aware of — word of mouth
rocks in the freelance world, you now that.
hauIsJ‘?:é :ﬁt Iflt?t least, especially if you have ex-
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Bon Voyage!
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Dylan Thomas Writers Shed

at the Boat House
— By Martin Willis Jr.
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